The rationale and method for autoclaving anesthetic cartridges for surgical trays.
This review assesses the effectiveness of alcohol wiping of anesthetic cartridges prior to their use on surgical trays. Based on the referenced studies of alcohol disinfectants, it is clear that alcohol does not qualify for surgical use. A dedicated method of autoclaving anesthetic cartridges, which are vertically held with their plungers upward, followed by a no-pressure-released cooling-off period, is discussed and recommended. The processed cartridges are dry, sterile, ready for use, and fully functional.